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|S YOUR ”GREEN VIEW BY CATEGORY
POWER"” REALLY JUST
“GREEN WASHING?”

MARCH 12, 2014, BY MICHAEL GILLENWATER

The short answer to the provocative question posed in
the title is, in all but a few rare cases, yes.

The longer answer follows, in which | unpack the mind-
bending question central to this controversy, “What is an
unbundled renewable energy attribute?”

But first, a quick caveat to prevent potential confusion.
The discussion that follows focuses on the voluntary
green power market where consumers pay a premium
to their utility or some other company to claim they are
receiving electricity from renewable generation. The
findings that follow are not about government mandates
and other policies such as Renewable Portfolio
Standards, which can also utilize environmental markets

and commodities.!1]
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